
The Buchanan Log 
House  Board  se-

lected Lose & Associ-
ates of Nashville to 
prepare  a  compre-
hensive Master Plan 
that will direct and 
guide  historical  in-
terpretation  of  the 
Buchanan  Log 
House (BLH) period, 
environmental  edu-
cation programs, and 
proposed  improve-
ments  intended  to 
boost interpretation, 
preserve  significant 
features,  and  en-
hance  the  histori-
cally significant Ad-
dison and Buchanan 
Houses  and  Bu-

chanan Cemetery.  

Lose & Associates has 
begun  the  process  of 
collecting  historical 
information  on  the 
BLH  site  as  well  as 
other sites of historical 
significance in the area 
and identifying poten-
tial Master Plan fund-
ing sources, as such, a 
high degree of coordi-
nation  will  be  neces-
sary with members of 
the BLH Chapter, Ten-
nessee Historical Com-
mission,  Dr.  Mark 
Cheathem (Cumberland 
University),  Nashville 
District Corps of Engi-
neers,  Metro  Airport 
Authority, Metro Parks 
and Recreation Depart-

ment and others. As a 
first step, a meeting is 
being  scheduled  with 
the Airport Authority to 
inform  them  of  this 
effort and to seek their 
support.   In  addition, 
the  Nashville  District 
Corps of Engineers has 
been contacted and re-
quested to provide in-
formation on cemetery 
relocations  and  real 
estate acquisitions asso-
ciated with the J. Percy 
Priest  Reservoir  Pro-
ject.  

 This Master Plan will 
guide the operation and 
management  of  the 
BLH for  the next  10 
years. 

BLH  
Master Plan  

Historic McCampbell House  

Saved for Preservation 
A community meeting 
was held at Clover Bot-
tom Mansion on Octo-
ber 30, 2009, to discuss 

the  future  of  the 
McCampbell House on 
Kent Road in Donelson 
that was recently gifted 
to the Tennessee State 
Museum.   The House 
was built  in the very 

early 1800s by the Hall 
brothers.  It was bought 
by Thomas  McCamp-
bell in 1852 and since 

that time has been 
known  as  the 
“McCampbell 
House.”   The 
McCampbells are 
connected to  the 
Buchanan Family 
through Archibald 

Buchanan’s  brother, 
William  Buchanan 
(1734-1805).   William 
Buchanan’s  daughter, 
Ann,  married  John 
McCampbell, father of 
Thomas McCampbell. 

elcome  

NEW                                              
MEMBERS!!!  

 

�x�� F.Miles Ezell 

�x�� Bob Allen 

�x��   

 
Thanks for your 
support of Historic 
Preservation in the 
Donelson Hermit-
age area!! 
 

 



holiday style.  We hope 
all of our members and 
the community will at-
tend this festive occa-
sion. BLH will serve tea, 
scones, cucumber sand-
wiches, and bree snacks. 

Sunday, December 13, 
2009, from 2:00 – 4:00 
p.m., a Holiday High Tea 
will be hosted by the 
BLH.  Hostesses will be 
in period dress and the 
BLH will be dressed in 

 Dr. Mark Cheathem, Associate 
Professor of History, Cumber-
land University is heading up a 
regional study 
centered on the 
Hermitage and 
the relationships 
w i t h  i t s 
neighbors.  Dr. 
Cheathem is a 
J a c k s o n i a n 
Scholar and he and President 
Harvill Eaton, PhD have joined 
the Addison House Committee 
as active participants.  The Re-

gional Study entit led Andrew 
Jackson’s Neighborhood will 
bring together the resources of 

the Ladies Hermitage Associa-
tion, Metro Historical Commis-
sion, Tennessee Historical Com-
mission, Tennessee Historical 
Society, Cumberland University, 

and the Buchanan Log 
House to develop an outline 
that would lead to research 
that addresses interactions 
between the more notable 
historical players such as 
Andrew and Rachel Jack-
son, John Donelson, James 
and John Buchanan, Charles 
Dickinson, the McGavocks, 
John Overton and more with 
yeoman of the day sur-
rounding the Hermitage dur-
in g  t he  1 9t h  Ce nt u r y. 

The Building and Grounds Committee, 
Bill Prather Chairman, announces a 
"new" log cabin for the "Buchanan Log 
House Complex". The word new means it 
was donated by Nikki and George Alex-
ander and  relocated from their farm just 
outside LaVergne (it was formally a corn 
crib). With the organization and planning 
of Bill Prather, the expertise of Leather-
wood and the volunteer cooperation of 
Charlie Paul and his trailer, the "corn  
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Regional Historical Study 

"New" Log Cabin for the Buchanan Log House 
Complex  

BUCHANANLOG  

 

crib-log cabin" was dismantled and 
is now stacked near the Helt-Paul 
Craft Center. The plan is to re-
construct the log structure, weather 
proof the walls and roofing. The 
cabin will be 14 feet wide and 20 
feet long and will provide consider-
able space that is needed for stor-
age.  Volunteer help is needed to 
prepare the foundation and recon-
struct the cabin so watch for notices 
about this work.  



 

in the Battle of Cowpens, where he was 
wounded.  Richard  and  Mary  Agnes,  
became the parents of 13 children, with 
their last child James Buchanan Jones 
being born in 1809. By February 1808, 
they had purchased 640 acres on the 
Stone’s  river  from Andrew  Jackson. 
From 1809 thru 1812, Richard served in 
the Davidson County Miltia  in Capt, 

In 1785, James Buchanan’s younger 
sister,  Mary  Agnes  Buchanan 
(1767-1845) married a young revo-
lutionary war soldier, Pvt. Richard 
H. Jones (1766-1837) formerly of 
Guildford County, North Carolina. 
He had bravely fought against the 
Tories and British in the company 
of Gen. Davidson. Richard fought 

Creel’s Company. Richard died in 
1837 at age 71, and Mary Agnes 
drew  a  Revolutionary  Widow’s 
pension,  and  then 
she died in 1845 at 
age  78.  Copies  of 
these documents are 
held in the BLH col-
lection. 
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Buchanan history notes   

by Gloria Mcabee blH Historian  

BUCHANANLOG  

BLH COMPLEX TOUR PROGRAM 
By Joan Williams, Hostess 

 Summer is over – fall is fading.  Hope-
fully, the leaves are all raked. I took a few 
minutes to think about summer and some 
of the good things that happened at the 
Buchanan Log House.   We opened the 
house to visitors on Tuesday and Sunday, 
March through September.  Even though 
we did not have people standing in line to 
get in, I feel that it was a worthwhile ef-
fort.  Tuesday seemed to be the more pro-
ductive  day  [guess  people  don’t  take 
‘Sunday Drives’  like they used to do].  

Most days, two to three cars would stop and all 
seemed to enjoy seeing the house & grounds 
and learning about the Buchanan family.  Many 
people said they had driven by for years and 
had no idea what it was.  Another thing that 
happened on several occasions was the Visitors 
would be from out of state and not just border 
states.  Visitors came from Missouri, Colorado 
and even one from Canada.  When asked ‘how’  
they knew about the site, they had found it us-
ing their GPS.  Some had been in Nashville on 
business and were flying home, and had a two-

hour wait at the airport.  Rather than sit 
there doing nothing, they checked their GPS 
for something to “kill” an hour. They found 
the historic Buchanan Log House located 
nearby and came by.  (A round of applause 
for modern technology). 
 We are still doing tours by appointment 
and have had three since October.  We are 
looking forward to being open again this 
coming summer and hope each year will get 
better than the one before. 
 

Historic Buchanan Log House’s 
 Fall Folk Festival  

Many guests came to 
“go-back-in-time” to 
see how our pioneer 
ancestors lived.  Rep-
resentatives from the 
Tennessee State Mu-
seum brought old-

fas h ione d ga me s 
played by children of 
long ago.  The children 
of today seemed to en-
joy playing these 
games. 



 
BUCHANAN LOG HO USE 

291 0 ELM HILL  PIKE  
 NASHVILLE,  TENNE SSEE    

372 14  

haps on Valentine’s Day. 
Watch for further news. Our 
next event will be Christ-
mas Tea on Dec. 13, 2009, 2 
pm. until 4 pm. Lucinda and 
her cousin Emaline will be 
there and tell us about the 
family. M a r k 
y o u r calendar 
a n d c o m e 
a n d join us. 
M a y y o u r 
family have a 
w o n - d e r f u l 
h o l i - d a y . 
Kathy 

Well it is hard to believe the 
year is just about over. We 
have had a great year. The 
house was open during the 
Summer for tours and we 
had a lot of people stop by 
to see it. Our Fall festival 
was a huge success with a 
little over 300 people attend-
ing. Work has started on 
next year’s festival which is 
Sept. 18, 2010. Our fund 
raising, seven course dinner 
was sold out and everyone 
enjoyed the food and had a 
great time. We have talked 
about another dinner per-

End Notes 

The editor wants to thank all 
those who have contributed to 
the December Buchanan Log 
Newsletter including Kathy 
Blums, Bill Prather, Joan Wil-
liams, Joe Wilson, Lu 
Whitworth, Joe Cathey, Gloria 
McAbee, and Mindy Edwards. 
All submissions to the newsletter 
may be made by email to bed-
wards100@comcast.com. Please  
put Newsletter Submission in the 
subject line. 

NOTES FROM OUR PRESIDENT…………. 

 615 . 871 . 4524  
 

The Buchanan Log House Chapter, 
APTA, promotes and encourages 

active participation in the 
preservation of the Donelson-
Hermitage area’s rich historic, 

Mailing Address Line 1  

Mailing Address Line 2  

Mailing Address Line 3  

Mailing Address Line 4  

Mailing Address Line 5  

Interested in becoming a member.  
See our easy online membership 

application.  

www.buchananloghouse.com  

D-H APTA OFFICERS  
President                     Kathy Blums      
Vice President            Lu Whitworth    
Secretary                     Lila Wright   
Treasurer                    Bill Edwards  
Newsletter                  Bill Edwards   

COMING EVENTS  
29 Nov 2009    Decorate Log House  
13 Dec 2009     Members Holiday                                                                                                 
           Program & High Tea 
20 Dec  2009 Dedication, APTA                                   
          Marker 
21 May  2009 BLH Fish Fry 
13 June  2009 Membership Meeting 

 Reserve the Buchanan Log House for 
your Holiday dinners, parties, bridge 
games and encourage your friends to 
rent the Buchanan Log House for 
events.  Rental fees are very reason-
able. 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

20 Dec  2009 Dedication, APTA                                   

Hatcher-Hill Home, celebrating its 150th 
anniversary and furnished with the finest 
antiques of the Antebellum period.  For a 
complete schedule of events, review the 
web page: www.maurychristmas.com 

The  Maury  County  APTA presents 
CHRISTMAS IN COLUMBIA, A Nine-
teenth Century Historic Home Tour, 
December 4 and 5, 2009, "A Celebra-
tion of the W. 6th Street Historic Dis-
trict and Beautiful Downtown Colum-
bia."  Tour Thirteen Historic Homes on 
w. 6th Street and Mayes Place, includ-
ing the grand, newly renovated Mayes-

APTA HISTORICAL MARKER DEDICATION ,  

Dec 20th. 

Military artifacts DonateD by blH  

to tennessee state MuseuM.  

Mr. Westphal of the Tennes-
see State Museum is accept-
ing several World War II 
military uniform items from 
Gloria McAbee, Historian, 
BLH.  The military items 
were donated to the Bu-
chanan Log House.  How-

ever, with the approval of 
the donor, the items were 
further donated to the TN 
State Museum because the 
time period of the items 
do not fit the time period 
of the Log House. 

Christmas In Columbia  

see  Antiquities  (APTA)  marker 
which will be dedicated on Sunday, 
December 20th, at 2:00 P.M. with a 
brief ceremony followed by a recep-
tion in the home. 

Only houses or buildings constructed 
prior to 1940 are considered for des-
ignation and marking by the APTA 
unless  special  historical  events  or 
occurrences were associated with the 

ALL  ARE  INVITED.   Please 
mark your calendar and attend 
the recognition of the  historic 
Buchanan-Wills House built  in 
the very early 1800s, located at 
the  corner  of  Stewart's  Ferry 
Pike and Lebanon Pike (  and 
across the streets from the old 
Toll Gate No. 20).  It  will be 
recognized with an Association 
for the Preservation of Tennes-

property  of  special  circum-
stances about the property merit 
consideration.  The Buchanan-
Wills House was built by a sister 
(Lillie  Buchanan) of James & 
Lucinda East Buchanan (builder 
of the  Buchanan Log House) 
and her husband, James Wills. 
Mr.  Ron  G.  Hardy  currently 
owns this historic home. 

WELCOME TO TWO NEW 
BLH CHAPTER DIRECTORS  

Recently, Joe Cathey and Bob 
Allen joined the Buchanan Log 
House Chapter Board as Direc-
tors.  Both bring a wealth of ex-
perience; and more importantly, 
they are very passionate about 
preserving the historic Buchanan 
Log House, and the history of its 
families. 



 Buchanan Log House Board Hosts   
Autumn Rhapsody, 2009. 

Wine,  compliments of  Beacon Financial 
Group, was served  with the seven-course 
meal of Amuse Bouche, Pumpkin Bisque 
served in baby pumpkins; Crab Calypso 
Salade; Cheese Plate; Sorbet; Entrée of Pork 
Tenderloin Medallions with roasted fresh 
autumn root vegetables; and Panna Cotta.  
Table hostesses were Joan Williams, Lu 
Whitworth, Kathy Blums, Nancy Snapp, Bill 
& Mindy Edwards, Cliff & Suzanne Rock-
stead, Bill & Sally Prather, Gloria McAbee. 

The Buchanan Log House, appropri-
ately decorated, was filled with guests 
in semi-formal attire, sitting at beauti-
fully appointed dinner tables, being 
served a seven-course gourmet dinner.  
The kitchen-staff consisted of three 
generations of restaurant professionals 
who are:  The Matriarch, Marilyn Mil-
lay; Executive Chef, Nicholette Alexan-
der; Sous Chefs, David & Rachel Oster, 
and Mark Oster. 

A grand time was enjoyed by the 50 
guests.  Over $900.00 was raised from 
this event to help with the mainte-
nance & upkeep of the historic Bu-
chanan Log House Complex. 
Sally Prather served as event Chair, 
and Jeannie Gleaves provided beauti-
ful background piano music during  
dinner.

President Kathy Blums (left) welcoming Mr. David 
Reagen of Traveller’s Rest & guest, Denise Bamburg. 

Roses for the Chef.  Sally Prather, Chair 
Of the Gourmet Dinner; Nikki Alexander, Chef. 

Mindy & Bill Edwards Table Joan Williams' Table 


