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   President's Message     
 
PRESIDENT’S NOTES. 

Late summer and early fall are very busy times for 
the officers, board of directors and volunteers of the 
Buchanan Log House Chapter, APTA.  In late August, we 
enjoyed a BBQ and Bluegrass Fest.  This type of event was a 
new venture for us, and we are happy to report that it was a 
BIG success – great food and bluegrass music.  The event 
has been scheduled for next year on June 28, 2014.  Our 
annual Folk Festival was expanded from one-day to two-days 
this year, with Friday being school day and Saturday, Family 
Daly.  On Saturday, the rain dampened our attendance a bit, 
but the day turned into a great success.  This week on 
October 12th, we will be honoring descendants of Archibald 
& Agnes Bowen Buchanan and James & Lucinda East 
Buchanan with an all-day program, including a cemetery walk 
in the James Buchanan Cemetery. 

A real shopping experience will be taking place on 
November 2d, a Christmas Bazaar, at the Buchanan Log 
House.  This is a time to bring your shopping lists for 
Christmas gifts, Hostess gifts, birthday gifts – fun and 
convenient shopping. 

As has been mentioned in this newsletter in the past,  
an endowment trust fund has been established for the 
Buchanan Log House Chapter, APTA to help with it’s 
operating and renovating costs  in the future.  With 
declining memberships and private donations, the Endowment 
Trust Fund will help fill that gap.  The Endowment Trust will 
be left to grow to a level whereby the interest earned will 
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be a substantial amount to supplement the budgeted requirements.  In 
December, we have an opportunity to contribute to the Endowment Trust 
Fund and have our contributions matched by the Foundation.  Consider this 
fund as one of your year-end contributions, and donate to the Buchanan Log 
House Chapter Endowment Trust fund – it’s a tax deduction for you and it’s a 
principal-balance-booster for the Buchanan Log House Chapter, APTA.   
Please, if you have questions about this?  Email or call me: 
mwhit1930@aol.com;  615-370-9415). 

There are still 81 members from last year who have not renewed their 
memberships.  Please consider sending in your dues and recruit at least one 
new member.  Your support is needed and appreciated. 

It’s a great time for the Buchanan Log House Chapter.  It’s YOUR 
chapter and we need for you to be a part of its membership and activities. 

Looking forward to seeing you soon at the Buchanan Log House. 

 
Lu Whitworth 
          

August Activities 
 

The Bar-B-Q and Bluegrass Festival was an enormous success as this Photo 

Summary attests (Photos provided by Ron Sharpe of Sharpe Images & Lu 

Whitworth): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 3 

September Folk Festival 
 

Considering the downpours the Saturday morning of the Folk Festival, the 

turnout was excellent.  Luckily, the students who visited Friday had great 

weather to learn “the old ways” and experience first had the skills of the 

artisans.  The 19th Alabama Civilian Corps set up camp and provided a picture 

of what life was like back in the 1860s during the War Between the States.  

For the little folks, Engineer Charlie Paul’s Water Valley Express and the 

animals were the real pleasers of the festival. 

 

Mallie Hooven, Nancy Ann Campbell, Caroline Hooven, 

Maggie Mae Campbell, and Engineer Charlie Paul ready to 

leave Buchanan Junction.  9-21-2013 Photo by Laurie 

Cathey 

19
th

 Alabama Civilian Corps encampment.  9-21-2013 Photo by 

Reverend Ed Evans 

Excellent folk music could be heard throughout the day.  9-

21-2013 Photo by Reverend Ed Evans 

There is nothing that catches the attention of kids and adults alike 

than a demonstration that relates to animals/livestock.  9-21-2013 

Photo by Reverend Ed Evans 
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October Activities  
“BUCHANAN” Day. 
Buchanan descendants and friends of the Buchanan Log House are invited to 
meet at the Buchanan Log House on Saturday, October 12th for a day of 
sharing “Buchanan” history and genealogy; workshops, speakers, and a 
cemetery walk with costumed reenactors.  The festivities begin Friday night 
with (no-host) dinner at McNamara’s, an appropriate place to remind us of 
our Scot-Irish & British ancestry.  Registration fee of $20.00 includes 
registration which begins at 8:00 a.m. Saturday, the 12th, with coffee & 
donuts; includes the sessions, lunch and the James Buchanan Cemetery walk.  
The day will end with a (no-host) dinner at the Hermitage Smorgasbord 
located on the original Archibald Buchanan Land Grant, and more specifically, 
on the portion of the property leased to Andrew Jackson for his famous 
race track.  In the Buchanan Log House you will see a receipt for a payment 
of the lease signed by James Buchanan and witnessed by John Donelson.—Lu 
Whitworth 
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WEAVING Fabric with a LOOM 
at Buchanan Log House 
  
         October 22 (Tuesday) 
10AM till 3PM and November 3 
(Sunday) 1:30 to 6:30PM  
  
Come spend a day and explore 
the fun of weaving your 
own scarf or a special hand 
towel.  You only need to bring 
yourself; the loom, yarn and 
instruction are provided by an 
experienced weaver.  Cost is 
$60.  Now is the time to weave 
that special Christmas present 

or gift to you!  Please call Wanda Shotwell at 615-833-5839 to schedule a 
reservation.—Wanda Shotwell    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanda demonstrates the fine art of fabric weavers to local school 

children at the September Folk Festival.  Photo by Reverend Ed Evans 
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November Activities   

Start Your Christmas Shopping Early! 
 

Buchanan Log House Annual Christmas Crafts Bazaar, November 2 
 

Donelson -- Get some of your Christmas shopping done early at the Annual 
Christmas Crafts Bazaar at the Buchanan Log House, 2910 Elm Hill Pike! 
Open from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday, November 2, the bazaar will feature 
handmade craft items including sterling jewelry and other hand crafted 
designer jewelry, ornaments, linens, gift dried and silk flower arrangements, 
vintage grapevine wreaths, handmade 19th century-style Christmas 
ornaments, hand-made and embellished greeting and note cards, as well as 
hats, scarves, and holiday aprons. Admission is $5 and parking is free. 
 
Crafters from in and around Nashville, and out of state will bring their 

finest products for sale. Pick up some decorations for your own home or as 

gifts for others; aprons and greeting cards make wonderful hostess gifts. 

Come browse the Christmas Bazaar in one of Nashville’s oldest historic 

structures.  For more information call Judy Vecchione, 615-424-7548.—

Anne Kelly 

December Activities 

Join us in celebrating the Holidays with an Open House at 
the Buchanan Log House with seasonal decorations by Kelly 
Childers.  The Open House will be on Sunday December 8th 
between 2 and 4 p.m.  We’ll be providing more information 
as plans are solidified.—Anne Kelly  

Book Review 

Reuben Kyle with Dr. Kevin Cason has pulled together a 

short history of Middle Tennessee using the Buchanans 

of Tennessee as the central players—From Nashborough 
to Nobel Prize.   As with most families who settled in 
Middle Tennessee, the Buchanans were of Scot-Irish 

decent and were looking for independence and religious 

freedom when they left Scotland then Ireland and finally 

to the Cumberland settlements.  The authors trace the 
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Buchanan family through generations that experienced pioneer life, the Civil 

War, Reconstruction, establishment of higher education through Normal 

Colleges, and finally to a Nobel Peace Prize by Dr. James McGill Buchanan 

who the book is dedicated too.  The book is a very easy read and belongs in 

the library of those particularly interested in Middle Tennessee history.  

Highly recommended.—Joe Cathey 
 

Buchanan’s Station Cemetery 
 

Monday, September 30, was 
the 221st anniversary of 
the Battle of Buchanan's 
Station. We did not hold a 
public commemoration this 
year, but we hope that all our 
members will participate in a 
special effort to honor 
those pioneers who fought in 
the fateful and decisive battle. 
  

The first and primary account 
of the battle--contained in a 
letter from Territorial 
Governor William Blount to US 
Secretary of War Henry Knox 
and dated October 10, 1792--

reported that there were fifteen gunmen in Buchanan's Station during the 
battle. But only one of those fifteen was mentioned by name: John McCrory. 
Who were the other participants? Over the ensuing century-plus, various 
accounts of the battle attempted to list those who were present. 
   

Our industrious Friend, Judy Hamill of North Carolina, has compiled an 
ingenious listing of the defenders, and she has keyed them to the sources 
that name them. Her rare compilation is attached herewith. Thank you so 
much, Judy. 
  

Over the next several days, we hope that each of you will study this list, do 
some research on those listed, and share your findings and comments with 
the Friends of Buchanan’s Station Cemetery. In this way we can 

DeLeusomme Guard led by Maurice Kellogg center with white beard during 

the 9-30-2012 220
th

 Anniversary of the Battle of Buchanan’s Station.  Photo 

by Ron Sharpe of Sharpe Images, 
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appropriately commemorate the battle and expand our understanding and 
appreciation. 
  

In addition to those on Judy's list, there are others we must not forget. 
Foremost among them are Jonathan Gee and Seward Clayton. These were 
the men who were sent out to scout for any approaching Indians and, having 
come upon them, were killed before getting the chance to warn the 
stationers. 
  

We must also remember the brave women who assisted during the attack. In 
addition to Sally Ridley Buchanan, other stalwart females probably included 
Nancy Mulherrin, Jane Todd, and Phoebe Castleman. A number of children 
were also within the fort. Altogether, we estimate that there were perhaps 
fifty souls whose lives were imperiled by the ferocious attackers. 
  

In addition to being veterans of the under-appreciated Chickamauga Wars, 
the defenders of Buchanan's Station were a cross-section of Cumberland 
settlers, and so have much to teach us about the character of the people 
who founded our city. Indeed, Buchanan's Station and its Cemetery is an 
important gateway to understanding Nashville's founding era, a picture 
window onto both the past and present.—Mike Slate, Friends of Buchanan’s 
Station Cemetery  
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News 

 
Meet newly appointed member to the Buchanan Log House Chapter, APTA 
Board of Directors.  Brett Wade, appointed to the Buchanan Log House 
Chapter, APTA Board of directors, is serving as Chair, Ways & Means 
Committee.  He brings past experience in working with historic sites, namely, 
The Hermitage.  Mr. Wade, in this short time, drafted a strategy plan and 
other ideas.  Welcome, Brett. 
 

The flowers have been picked and the 
birds have flown away.  The renovations 
to the dining room of the BLH are coming 
along nicely.  As you see from the picture 
at left, Josh Renner, Chair of Grounds 
and Maintenance worked hard to make 
this happen.  Please see the Buchanan Log 
House Facebook page for more pictures 
(https://www.facebook.com/Buchananlog
house).—Kathy Blums 
 
 

 

Two Rivers Mansion 
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HELP INSURE THE FINANCIAL STABILITY OF THE BUCHANAN 

LOG HOUSE CHAPTER, APTA IN FUTURE YEARS WITH A 

PERPETUAL GIFT. 

 

Consider naming the  Endowment Trust Fund, Buchanan Log House 
Chapter, APTA as a beneficiary in your Will or Living Trust.  The gift could 

be a set dollar amount, a percentage of your estate, the remainder after other 

gifts are made, or a gift of part of the estate left if designated heirs are 

deceased. 

Rent the Log House 
 

 

The Buchanan Log House Chapter extends an invitation to organizations and 

to host/hostesses of private luncheons to enjoy a Buchanan Log House 

Destination Luncheon, 2910 Elm Hill Pike, Nashville TN 37214. 

Our program includes a box lunch, costumed docents providing house 

tours, music and door prizes, all for $25.00 per person.   Reservations must 

be pre-paid and received by the Buchanan Log House Chapter one week 

prior to the date selected and a minimum of 15 guests are required for the 

caterer.  We offer free parking to our guests. 

If you prefer, plan and arrange your own luncheon, dinner or party.  Rental 

rates are $40.00 per hour during the week or $100.00 per hour during the 

weekend.   

Our Events Coordinator will work with your group for an available 

date.   

Our Event Coordinator’s contact information: 

Kathyblums@hotmail.com or call  915.521.9219 

MEMBERSHIP  

The new membership year began July 1st for the year 1 July thru June 30, 
2014, but it’s not too late to join up.  The dues-paying members are a big 
source of income needed to support the maintenance & management of the 
Buchanan Log House Chapter, APTA.  We have about two acres of land to 
maintain and four log structures – the Buchanan Log House, the Addison 
Museum, the Helt-Paul Craft Center and the Smoke House to maintain.    
Your support is needed.  An application is included with this newsletter, or 

Website Links   
Addison Museum History 
Buchanan Log House 
History 
James Buchanan Cemetery 
Architectural Significance 
Be a Volunteer! 
Reservation Information 
Tours 
Directions 
BLH APTA Chapter 
Newsletter Archive 
Photo Galleries  
Please visit our 
website at:  
buchananloghouse.com 
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you may join on the Buchanan Log House Chapter, APTA web page & pay the 
dues with PayPal. —Lu Whitworth 

 
 

  
From the Editor’s Grandmother, Maude Vaughan Lannom’s 1938 Watkins 
Cookbook 

 

 

 

 


